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The meeting was held in person and via Zoom. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm and Patty Nazzaro read the Sunshine 
Notice. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 
OATH OF OFFICE:  Patty Nazzaro administered the Oath of Office to Paul Broer 
for a five (5) year term (thru 12/31/28). 
 
ROLL CALL:  Present - Patty Nazzaro, Greg Boyajian, Paul Broer, Beatrice Burgis, Jon 

Kurpis (via Zoom), Joe Megariotis. 
 
Absent:  Lou Miao 
 
Guests included Ken Konig, Director of Operations (via Zoom), Robert Policht, member of 
SRFD (via Zoom) and Marilyn Goldfischer in person. 
          
 

 
NOMINATIONS: 
 
Mr. Boyajian nominated Patty Nazzaro as Chair with a second by Mrs. Burgis.  All in 
favor. 
 
Mr. Boyajian nominated Beatrice Burgis as Vice Chair with a second by Mr. Broer. 
All in favor. 
 
Ms. Nazzaro nominated Cindy Kirkpatrick as Secretary with a second by Mrs. Burgis. 
All in favor. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Ms. Burgis made a motion to approve the minutes of 
November 8, 2023, seconded by Mr. Broer.  All in favor. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING(S): 
 
Hackensack Meridian Hackensack 
University Medical Center Foundation 
4/27/24 
Route around town – see map 
Saturday, 7:00 am – 11:00 am 

 
 
 
 
 



MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE SADDLE RIVER PARKS 
AND RECREATION COMMISSION HELD February 15, 2024 – 7:00PM          
 

2 
 

 
Chair Nazzaro explained that the Saddle River Fire Dept. is conducting a drill on the same 
day as the run.  Lt. Policht spoke about the SRFD event which is a mutual aid technical 
training.  Registration runs from 8-9 am and the program runs until 4 pm.  Flag will be 
available for the start of the run and the SRFD will assist with the run.   
 
Chair Nazzaro explained that the run participants tend to park at Wandell, Fellowship Hall 
and Borough Hall.  SRFD participants could park in the overflow parking behind Marker 
House.    Ken Konig said he will coordinate with Lt. Policht and square away any parking 
issues. 
 
Regarding bathroom facilities, the organizers arrange for portapotties and also use the 
church bathroom facilities.  The field house bathrooms will not be open.   This item will 
be stipulated as a condition. 
 
Upon motion by Mr. Broer with a second by Mrs. Burgis, and all in favor, the application 
was APPROVED WITH CONDITION. 
 
Condition: 
 

 Reminder that portapotties will be provided by applicant at Fellowship Hall for 
parking area 

 
 

Ho-Ho-Kus/Saddle River Recreation Baseball and Softball Assoc.   
3/25/24 – 7/27/24 
Fields A, B and C 
Mon-Friday 4 pm – 9pm 
Saturdays  9am – 6pm 
Sundays 9 am to 6 pm 

 
 
Before discussing this application, Ms. Nazzaro reported that the Saddle River Car Show 
will take place on Sept. 21, 2024 from 12-4, with rain date of Sept. 22, 2024.   
 
Mr. Broer asked what happened with the proposed Farmer’s Market.  Mrs. Burgis 
explained that there were not enough volunteers to assist with getting the program off 
the ground.  She suggested the borough look into getting a marketing manager who has 
relationship the vendors and the Commission would review the type of vendors and flavor 
of the market. 
 
Mr. Konig does not have a date yet for field improvement (A and B) but vendor has 
Saddle River at the top of the list.  Probably around March or April. 
 
The members discussed the subject application.  Mr. Broer commented that he would like 
to see 1) time carved out for Sunday morning Men’s Softball; and 2) practice/game 
schedule at least 3 weeks prior to start. 
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The members spoke about upcoming events such as Zabransky run, Car Show. 
 
Upon motion by Mr. Boyajian with a second by Mrs. Burgis, and all in favor, the 
application was APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS. 
 
Conditions: 
 

 April 27 is excluded (due to Zabransky run) 
 Sundays approved from 1-6 pm for fields A,B,C 

 Actual schedule to be submitted ASAP 
 Field work to repair A&B fields might commence in March (all weather related) 

 
 
 

Ho-Ho-Kus/Saddle River Softball League (Men’s Softball) 
4/7/24 – 6/30/24 
9/8/24 – 11/24/24 
Fields A, B and C 
Sundays 8:30 am to 11:45 am 
 
Discussion of this application included prohibiting use of fields after 10 am on 9/22/24 due 
to rain date for Car Show. 
 
Upon motion by Mr. Boyajian with a second by Mr. Megariotis, and all in favor, the 
application was APPROVED WITH CONDITION. 
 
Condition: 
 

 9/22/24 is a rain date for the borough’s Car Show so there is no availability after 
10 am on 9/22/24. 

 
 
 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
8/9/24 
Fields A, B and C, Field House, Bandshell, Rindlaub Parking Area 
Friday 5:30 pm to 9:30 pm 
*application incomplete – requested Insurance 
 
Discussion regarding this application centered on whether the septic system in the park 
would be replaced by August.  If not, Mr. Konig stated that if the septic tanks are 
pumped out prior to the event, and Fellowship Hall bathrooms are opened up, then it 
should be fine.  Chair Nazzaro suggested adding Great Lawn to the application request.  
No politicking is permitted pursuant to Borough Code. 
 
Upon motion by Mr. Boyajian with a second by Mrs. Burgis, and all in favor, the 
application was APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS. 
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Conditions: 
 

 Adding Great Lawn area to application 
 Subject to providing Certificate of Insurance 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Park benches were delivered and the tennis backboard will arrive on Tuesday.  Chair 
Nazzaro and Mr. Konig will review location of the backboard, but most likely, in the 
southeast corner of the tennis courts.  The backboard will be installed prior to courts 
being opened for the season. 
  
Septic system is located between fieldhouse and playground.   Three benches will be 
located by the walkway by the bandshell.  The other two will go in the playground area. 
 
Chair Nazzaro spoke about the grant for inclusive playground (Jake’s Law) and reported 
that the Mayor and Council did not move forward with approval of the grant as there 
were many restrictions associated with the grant.  She suggested moving the current 
playground at Rindlaub Park to Grassy Forks location and get new playground equipment 
at Rindlaub.  Mrs. Burgis suggested holding a fundraiser for playground equipment and 
posting the name of donators on a sign. 
 
Next topic discussed was tennis registration.  Chair Nazzaro spoke of the proposed flyers 
(prepared by Ed Gartner) and inquired if only Saddle River residents would be receiving 
the flyer.  Mrs. Burgis explained that Upper Saddle River started out that way, but 
eventually opened the program to non-residents.  P&R members would like to limit the 
adult and child tennis program to Saddle River residents only.  Signs will be posted with 
tennis programs dates and times.  Mr. Boyajian suggested opening registration to Saddle 
River residents first (from 2/15/24-3/15/24) and then based on the response, open to 
non-residents if needed.  Saddle River adult resident can register one non-resident adult 
as their guest.  The tennis programs would be promoted through Wandell School, SR 
website, SR Facebook and/or Constant Contact blast. 
 
Councilman Kurpis suggested that before Parks and Rec gives its final approval on the 
tennis program, the program should be discussed further by the Governing Body and 
Administrator as there have been some changes from last year’s program.  Chair Nazzaro 
responded that Ed Gartner was approved (via resolution) as PT Rec Director to run the 
ski program and tennis program, so by virtue of his hiring, the Governing Body already 
approved those programs.  She reminded all that the work session is March 4th and 
tennis lessons begin March 19th.  Councilman Kurpis said that while Parks and Rec can do 
what they want, he does not feel comfortable approving the program without first 
discussing it with the Governing Body.  (Councilman Kurpis Zoom connection dropped.)  
The members were under the impression that the Governing Body was in favor of the 
program.    Tennis discussion was put on hold until Councilman Kurpis could re-join the 
meeting. 
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In the meantime, Marilyn Goldfischer of Saddle River, was invited to speak.  The resident 
spoke about her personal investment in cleaning up the pond behind her property and 
feeding the swans.  She has a problem with fisherman at the pond who leave garbage, 
debris and hooks behind.  She displayed a board of hooks she found at the pond.  She 
showed the members a stack of police reports illustrating the number of times that she 
had to call the police regarding individuals running afoul at the pond.  Ms. Goldfischer 
explained that the County stocks the river and suggested that fishing platforms be 
installed along the river.  She spoke about the wildlife at the pond and showed photos of 
a bird with a fishing line around its beak.  She stated that people are parking at 
Waterford and walking to the pond and littering along the way.  She suggested keeping 
fishing and active recreation on the east side of the bridge and passive recreation and 
wildlife reserve on the west side of the bridge. 
 
(Councilman Kurpis joined by phone.) 
 
Ms. Goldfischer pointed out that most of the fishermen are not Saddle River residents 
(according to the police reports).  She also mentioned that she has cleared the inlet pipe 
to the pond so as to keep the water running.   
 
Councilman Kurpis said that fishing will definitely occur at the pond.  Mrs. Burgis asked 
Ms. Goldfischer what she considered a compromise to the fishing situation.  Councilman 
Kurpis stated that there is no compromise and that the Governing Body makes the final 
decision, not the Parks and Rec Commission.  Ms. Goldfischer referred to the Celery Farm 
in Allendale as a wildlife preserve that prohibits activities such as fishing.  Councilman 
Kurpis reiterated that fishing will take place at the pond.  Mr. Boyajian is not in favor of 
Ms. Goldfischer distributing photos of minors who visit the pond.  Ms. Goldfischer 
responded that the children were wading in the pond which is a prohibited activity which 
is why she took the photo.  Mr. Boyajian explained that kids play at the park. 
 
Chair Nazzaro reminded all that the plan for the 10 acres of parkland (west of the 
pedestrian bridge) is posted on the borough website. 
 
Ms. Goldfischer explained that she came before Parks and Recreation because guidelines 
for the pond need to be created. 
 
Turning from the discussion of fishing, Ms. Goldfischer asked the members to consider 
using a more ergonomically friendly substrate for the walkway around Rindlaub Park.    
She previously gave suggestions to the borough engineer.  While snow removal can 
damage the walkway, she suggested using a snowblower or small truck.   
 
On another matter, Ms. Goldfischer said that other municipalities are spending millions of 
dollars remediating pickleball courts as the sound is disruptive.  Mrs. Burgis said those 
other towns have a lot more pickleball courts.   
 
 
Ms. Goldfischer departed the meeting. 
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Discussion returned to the tennis program.   Mr. Boyajian agrees that the Mayor and 
Council need to approve the program, but Mrs. Burgis countered that the only reason 
that we have gotten this far is because the Mayor and Council approved the program last 
year.  Councilman Kurpis replied that the program that the Mayor and Council approved 
last year was for adults only, with different coaches, and this year’s tennis programs are 
fundamentally different.  Chair Nazzaro reminded all that Ed Gartner was hired to help 
move the program forward and the M&C approved.  Councilman Kurpis said that 
Administrator Rich Molinari needs to approve the proposed tennis program as well but 
that hasn’t happened yet.    The members recognize that timing is an issue and if the 
tennis programs aren’t approved soon, then there will not be enough time to advertise 
and get participants. 
 
(Administrator Molinari joined the meeting by phone). 
 
Chair Nazzaro explained the situation to the Administrator.  She explained that the 
members would like to proceed with the tennis programs but Councilman Kurpis would 
like to hold off to get approval from the M&C. 
 
Councilman Kurpis repeated that the tennis programs are fundamentally different than 
the prior year. 
 
Administrator Molinari said that the tennis programs were approved with the 
understanding that it would be the same as last year. 
 
The differences appear to be the age groups (this year proposed 6 year olds but last year 
was 5 year olds).  Also, the tennis instructors are different than last year.  
 
Admin. Molinari asked if 5 year olds can be accommodated.  Mrs. Burgis said that 5 year 
old changes the elements of the program because they have greater needs.    
 
Mrs. Burgis reminded everyone that Councilman Azzariti brought the tennis programs 
before the Mayor and Council last year.  Councilman Kurpis responded that the programs 
were different last year vs. this year.  Admin. Molinari asked about the differences and  
Councilman Kurpis responded 1) instructors 2) age group (last year included 5 year olds) 
and 3) offering of adult tennis classes. 
 
Chair Nazzaro asked if this issue is because we have a different instructor this year?  
Councilman Kurpis replied that is only part of the problem. 
 
In a spirit of compromise, Chair Nazzaro suggested revising the program to include 5 
year olds so the groups would be 5-6 year olds and 7-8 year olds. 
 
Mrs. Burgis suggested approving the children and adult programs pending the Mayor and 
Council approval.   
 
Chair Nazzaro commented that in the future, she would like members to reach out to her 
ahead of the meetings so that she may have time to address any issues they may have. 
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Chair Nazzaro stated that she will attend the Mayor and Council work session on March 4, 
2024 and will report back to the members regarding the outcome. 
 
(Administrator Molinari departed the meeting.) 
 
To sum up, Chair Nazzaro reviewed the proposed changes to the tennis flyers: 
 
For adult registration - SR residents and one guest. 
 
For children’s registration – Age groups 5-6 from 3-4 pm; 7-8 from 4-5. (The 9-11 and 12 
year old and up categories are fine). 
 
Add “Saddle River Residents only” to Children’s registration form. 
 
Use Sharon Mattiace’s contact rather than “Rec Office.” 
 
Mrs. Burgis made a motion to proceed with tennis program which include (5 year olds, 
phone number contact change to instructor, SR residents only)  beginning in March for 
children and adults subject to the approval of the Mayor and Council.  Chair Nazzaro 
seconded the motion. 
 
ROLL CALL 

Ayes: Broer, Burgis, Nazzaro, Boyajian, Kurpis 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Megariotis 

Absent:  Miao 

 
The meeting continued with Mr. Broer asking if going forward, one packet of the entire 
agenda packet be available during the meetings. 
 
Mr. Broer asked if there are plans for 153 E. Saddle River Rd.  Chair Nazzaro explained 
that there are plans to demolish the house and make a passive park.  Plans are posted 
online. 
 
Mr. Broer motioned to adjourn with a second by Mr. Boyajian.  All in favor. 
 
Meeting concluded at 8:50 pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Cindy Kirkpatrick, Secretary 
Parks & Recreation Commission 


