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PRESENT: Commission Chairman Bob LaViano, Commission Members: Nik Aktas, 

Nicholas Turturro, Ron Yates, Jeff Liva, Planning Board Rep. 
Paul Schulstad, Council Rep  

 
ABSENT: Commission Members; Emily Kaufman, Jerry DeCrosta 
 
PRESIDING:  Commission Chairman LaViano called the meeting to order at 6:45pm; 
   Commission Secretary Joy Convertini read the following statement:   
 
PUBLIC NOTICE:   “Notice of this meeting in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 
Chapter 231 of the laws of 1975, has been given by posting a notice of the scheduled dates of 
all regular meetings of the Environmental Commission of the Borough of Saddle River on the 
bulletin board in the Municipal Building and in the office of the Borough Clerk and by emailing a 
notice thereof to the Herald News and The Record on December 31, 2014 and on the Borough 
website.” 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:    A motion was made to approve the October 26, 2015 minutes by  
Nik Aktas.  Seconded by Jeff Liva 
Roll Call Vote: AYES: Unanimous 
 
WORK SESSION:   
 
Deer Management Issue:   
 
Bob LaViano stated that the revised Fire Arms Ordinance was approved at the November 16, 
2015 meeting of the Mayor and Council.  He further stated that he feels that this issue is now 
the responsibility of the Wildlife Management Committee.  A resolution will have to be drafted 
to outline the parameters of a hunting program, should this be ultimately approved by the 
Mayor and Council.   He further stated that the amount of deer and their level of domestication 
is a detriment to the species in a suburban area.   
 
The Commission addressed non-lethal methods, including PZP, a deer sterilization drug and 
Nick Turturro stated that this method can be cost effective.  He further stated that perhaps the 
League of Humane Voters and the Humane Society should fund this program in Saddle River.  
Deer mesh fences were discussed in detail.         
 
Tree Planting and Preservation  
 
Bob LaViano stated that he would like to plant native trees to replace many of the Ash trees 
throughout the Borough that have died.  It was decided that Scott Levy, Borough Landscape 
Architect will go through the downtown area of Saddle River and determine which Ash trees 
may come back and which will have to be replaced.    Additional Dogwood trees will continue to 
be planted but the Commission was in agreement that other hardwood species should be 
considered.   
 
Exxon Property Design Ideas    
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Ron Yates stated that several years ago, the idea of a water mill was presented with the water 
from the Saddle River utilized to run the mill.  The Commission discussed this in detail.  Any 
necessary remediation work would have to be addressed prior to re-purposing the property. 
 
Bob LaViano stated that there is a native planting path at the New York Botanical Garden and 
this concept could be a nice addition to the subject property. A walkway to Rindlaub Park is not 
a viable option as Waterford Gardens owns most of the property and, when the Saddle River 
floods, it would destroy any bridge necessary to connect the two.  Bob LaViano reiterated that, 
when designing this property, access on foot and parking must be taken into consideration.  
 
Spring Roadside Wood Chipping Plan:  Jeff Liva had suggested that the Borough initiate a 
project that would encourage residents to clear their property of limbs, branches and landscape 
debris that could be chipped.  Residents could bring this material to the curb and a day(s) 
would be set aside for a chipper to go through town to pick up this material.   This was 
discussed in detail as well as County roads that are in need of being cleared of landscape debris 
and branches.  East Allendale Road between the Route 17 underpass and West Saddle River 
Road is particularly problematic and it was decided that the DPW would be contacted in order 
to address this matter.   
 
Roadside Appearance:  Bob LaViano stated that he would like to see Borough-owned 
properties cleaned up, including the Bishop House and the property between the Marker 
property and the Borough Hall.   
 
2016 Budget:  Bob LaViano stated that he requested a budget of $10,000, with $5,000 
earmarked for tree planting.  He will follow-up with CFO Mike Mariniello. 
 
2015 Annual Report:  Bob LaViano stated that this must be done annually and he will work 
with Joy Convertini on this.   
 
NEW BUSINESS:   Nik Aktas discussed the Mahwah Oil Pipeline, which runs down I-87 south 
into this general vicinity.  He further stated that he is not in favor of this pipeline running near 
the Mahwah watershed.   Ron Yates stated that he is not advocating this pipeline but the safety 
standards are very high.  The Commission addressed this issue and Nik Aktas stated his 
concerns are for the future of environmental safety.  
   
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:      
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the regular meeting of the 
Environmental Commission. 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Joy C. Convertini 
Secretary 


