
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE SADDLE RIVER PLANNING 
BOARD HELD NOVEMBER 9, 2016 – 6:00PM  MUNICIPAL BUILDING     
 

MINUTES: SPECIAL MEETING SADDLE RIVER PLANNING BOARD-
NOVEMBER 9, 2016  Page 1
  

 

PRESENT:      Members: Chairman Russo , Mayor Kurpis, Council 
President Jensen, Liva, Richin, Boyajian, Grossman 
Alt. #1, Bedrin Alt. #2 

  Planning Board Engineer Spence, Planning Board 
Attorney: DiBiasi 

 

ABSENT: Board Members: Kurpis, Rogers, Bernhardt and 
Landscape Architect: Levy 

 
SUNSHINE LAW:  Chairman Russo stated:  “Notice of this meeting in  
                                compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231 
                                of the Laws of 1976 has been given by posting notice of the  
 scheduled dates of all regular meetings of the Planning Board  
 of the Borough of Saddle River and in the office of the  
 Borough Clerk and by emailing notice thereof to The Record  
 and The Star Ledger on October 24, 2016. 
 

Emergency Exit Notification 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:      
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
and ADOPTION:    AMENDED 2016 OCTOBER 27, 2016 

Third Round Housing Plan Element 
and Fair Share Plan Element of the  

      Master Plan 
   
 
     Mr. Joseph Burgis was sworn in at this time by Attorney DiBiasi. Mr. Burgis 
stated his educational background and credentials as a Professional Planner 
#2450 in the State of New Jersey and was accepted as an expert in his field by 
the Planning Board.  
 
     Mr. Joseph Burgis, PP, of Burgis Associates, Inc., 25 Westwood Avenue, 
Westwood, NJ presented the proposed amended October 27, 2016 Third Round 
Housing Plan Element and Fair Share Plan to the Planning Board Members and 
members of the public. 
 
     Mr. Burgis explained the modifications that were made to the plan. The Zion 
Church property has been eliminated from the plan as the site is no longer 
available. The plan consists solely of the 10 unit accessory apartment ordinance 
provision that was previously in the plan. In addition, the vacant land adjustment 
process that was previously incorporated into the Housing Plan was looked at 
pertaining to vacant single family lots. In looking at Plans around the State it is 
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possible to delete those individual vacant single family lots on a cul-de-sac street 
of single family houses with the indication being that those individual building lots 
on a street of single family houses do not represent an appropriate location for 
higher density multifamily housing. When that adjustment calculation was made 
the RDP (Realistic Development Potential) was reduced down to a 9 unit 
obligation. This means the 10 unit accessory unit apartment ordinance 
affirmatively addressed Saddle River’s entire RDP. The last modification is found 
on page 20 of the October 27, 2016 HE & FSP. The May 16, 2016 report indicates 
Saddle River has a 215 unit Affordable Housing obligation. A new set of numbers 
has since been prepared and has replaced the 215 obligation with 244 units. Mr. 
Burgis states this new number should be acknowledged.  
 
 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:         
 
     Mr. Thomas Wang of 69 Fox Hedge Road was sworn in by Attorney DiBiasi. 
Mr. Wang stated he is a member of the Board of Education although he is not 
representing the Board of Education at this time. Mr. Wang asked if there was 
another piece of land that is being considered at this time to replace the church 
property that was eliminated from the plan. Mr. Burgis answered the 10 unit 
accessory apartment ordinance is the sole component of the plan. Mr. Wang 
asked if any other property within a close proximity of the school is being 
considered for the plan at this time. Mr. Burgis stated there is no other property 
being considered at this time.     
 
     Council President Jensen moved the Planning Board adopt the amended 
October 27, 2016 Third Round Housing Element and Fair Share Plan as a 
replacement of the Plan that was adopted by the Planning Board on March 21, 
2016 with an amendment pertaining to page 20 correcting May 16, 2016 Kinsey 
number of 215 to 244 as revised in July 2016. The motion was seconded by Mrs. 
Boyajian. Roll Call Vote; AYES Unanimous 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 
     There being no further business to discuss, Council President Jensen moved 
the meeting be adjourned. Seconded by Mr. Liva; Roll Call Vote; AYES 
Unanimous. 
 
                                                                   Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Dobbie Burgio 
                                                                            Planning Board Secretary 
 
 


