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The meeting was held in person. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:25 pm and secretary, Cindy Kirkpatrick, read the 
Sunshine Notice. 
 
OATH OF OFFICE 
 
Mayor Kurpis administered the Oath of Office to the following members.  The 
term is for three years: 
 
Alisa Di Girolamo 
Sanjay Kapoor 
Robert LaViano 
Diane Lucianna  
 
PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings 
Law.  Notice of this meeting was sent to the Record and Ridgewood News on 
September 25, 2025 and advertised in said newspapers on October 1, 2025 and 
October 3, 2025.  Also posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building and 
has remained continuously posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In 
addition, a copy of this notice is and has been available to the public and is on file 
in the office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 
Notification of fire exits 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 
 
INTRODUCTION OF MEMBERS 
 
Robert LaViano served as Chairman on the previous Environmental 
Commission.  He thinks there is a lot that can be accomplished on the commission 
and looks forward to working with everyone.   
 
Alisa DiGirolamo was a school teacher and is now a real estate agent.   She is 
the wife of Councilman DiGirolamo.    
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Diane Lucianna has been a resident since 1990.  She is a lawyer with Lucianna 
and Lucianna in Hackensack.  She would like to see more female representation 
in town. 
 
Sanjay Kapoor is a semi retired CPA and former CFO.  He is now involved with 
gasoline retail.  He enjoys living in Saddle River.  He was recommended to the 
Commission by Councilman Ravi Sachdev.    
 
Councilman Jeff Liva is the council liaison to the EC.   
 
 
GOALS 
 
 

• Mr. LaViano said that Saddle River is a designated Tree City and in order to 
fulfill the obligations, we need to identify and follow up on those 
requirements.  One of which is appointing a forester.  He suggested 
reaching out to Colleen Downes, who was just certified as a forester, and 
see if she would be interested.  Tree City designation is important to the 
town.   

 
He suggested having 3 or 4 individuals or members who would maintain 
the Tree City status.     

 
• Identifying and controlling invasive plants in town.  Deer eat native plants 

(they do not like invasive plants, i.e. bamboo, Japanese knotweed, 
barberry, fireweed). 

   
• Water run off – without understory, the runoff is a lot greater because 

there is nothing to absorb the water. 
 

• Insert invasive plants information with newsletter.   
 

• Budget – to include informative fliers and tree planting program; 
educational seminar at Wandell school. 
 

• Weeds in right of way should be maintained by DPW and addressed by 
council. 
 

• Botanical Gardens – Mr. LaViano has a mutual connection with someone 
who works at Botanical Gardens and will try and reach out to him for ideas. 
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• Dealing with overall roadside appearance of Saddle River, i.e. plating trees 
on the roadside; maintaining good appearance of roadways and adjoining 
properties.   
 
Suggestion for Chipper Day – it would be a major expense for the town.  
Maybe see if there is a buy in from the community.  
 
If residents are aware of their responsibility, they will step up. 

 
• Ms. Lucianna was asked to compose an article on property maintenance for 

newsletter which will be reviewed at the next meeting.  Also maintaining 
roadside property. 

 
• Mrs. DiGirolamo mentioned the lanternflies.  She observed a number of 

them recently.  The borough received a grant and sprayed last year and 
this year.  What did the borough do to combat lanternflies? 
 

• Discussion of PFAS and water quality.  This subject matter is under the 
jurisdiction of Board of Health.   
 

• Mr. Kapoor wished to discuss the budget.  Councilman Liva will bring it up 
to council at the next Mayor and Council meeting.  Mr. LaViano’s 
projections are $4,000 for publication and $6,000 for tree city obligations.  

 
• Chair LaViano would like to see a plaque, or some other memorial item on 

the bridge to commemorate Laurel Epstein for all of the beautiful floral 
arrangements that she planted around the borough. 
 

(Mr. Kapoor departed the meeting at 8:45 pm) 
 
Next meetings: 
  
November 13th  
December 11th   
 
Meetings are held at 7 pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Cindy Kirkpatrick, Secretary 
Parks & Recreation Commission 


