MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE SADDLE RIVER PARKS
AND RECREATION COMMISSION HELD October 09, 2024 — 7:00PM

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Law. This
meeting was included in a list of meetings notice sent to the Record-Herald News and
Ridgewood News on January 4, 2024 and advertised in said newspapers on January 8%
and January 12t™, 2024, posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building on January
4, 2024 and has remained continuously posted as the required notices under the
Statute. In addition, a copy of this notice is and has been available to the public and is on
file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.

Notification of fire exits.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ROLL CALL: Present - Patty Nazzaro, Greg Boyajian, Paul Broer, Beatrice Burgis,
Lou Miao, Joe Megariotis (via Zoom)

Absent: Councilman Jon Kurpis
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion to APPROVE September 11, 2024 by Mrs. Burgis, with a second by Mr. Boyajian.

AYES: Nazzaro, Boyajian, Burgis, Miao, Megariotis
NAYS:

ABSTAIN: Broer

ABSENT: Kurpis

PUBLIC HEARING:

Upper Saddle River Cub Scout Pack 133

Saturday 9-11am

11/2/24 (if 11/02/24 not available then 11/16/24)
9amto 11l am

Football Field

Chair Nazzaro summarized the application. She contacted the sports teams that had
previously obtained permitted use that day and they confirmed that they would not be
using the field that day. There is impending field work but no date has been confirmed
as of yet. Chair Nazzaro explained that the application can be approved with the
understanding that there is impending field work.

Upon motion by Mr. Boyajian, second by Mr. Miao, and all in favor, the application was
APPROVED with the condition of the impending field work.
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NEW BUSINESS
Nothing to report.

OLD BUSINESS

Chair Nazzaro spoke about the newly installed solo wall at the tennis court and what a
nice addition it is. Now players can practice by themselves using the wall. She asked
that DPW weed whack behind the court. Mrs. Burgis suggested putting a wire on the
bottom of the fence (at least the rear portion behind the 2 courts) to prevent balls from
going underneath the fence. As far as the cracks go, Chair Nazzaro explained that it is a
5-year plan and added that a real fix costs a lot of money due to the water/drainage
issue under the courts. Perhaps grant funding if anything becomes available. Mrs.
Burgis added that if/when the cracks are fixed, perhaps adding another court.

Windscreens were installed. No need to remove them during the winter.

Resident called the Mayor asking that the playground equipment be power washed. Ken
Konig said he would take care of it.

The discussion turned to Grassy Forks (210 W. Saddle River Rd.) which the borough
owns. The property was weed wacked, dead trees removed, bees nest need to be
eliminated. Itis a work in progress. The plan is to install a walking path that would lead
to the ice pond, which is what the Parks and Recreation Commission had suggested.

Mr. Boyajian spoke about the positive experience he had fishing with his children (by
Tricker Pond) and suggested that the Parks and Recreation Commission promote fishing
for children and their parents. Grassy Forks is an ideal spot. Chair Nazzaro stated that
the Saddle River will be dredged shortly so the banks should be stabilized as part of this
work. She will reach out to Ed Gartner, PT Recreation Director, to discuss a possible
fishing program. Mr. Gartner was hired on a PT basis with a cap on his hours, however,
it does not look like he will be tied up with the ski program this year as it will be run
through Wandell School.

The Commission discussed bee keeping as a possible program for the kids.

Chair Nazzaro mentioned that the Mayor and Council do not want fishing by Tricker Pond
due to the expansion of the park and nature preserve. Therefore, people should fish at
Grassy Forks instead.

Mrs. Burgis said that she may not be able to attend next month’s meeting as she will be
attending a climate change conference in Azerbaijan. She is hoping to share what she
learns with the group, especially with sustainability.

Next Parks and Rec meeting is 11/14/24.
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ADJOURNMENT

At 7:24 pm, Mr. Boyajian motioned to adjourn with a second by Mrs. Burgis. All in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Cincdy (isbioatck

Cindy Kirkpatrick, Secretary
Parks & Recreation Commission



